
Somehow we’ve confused the two, trying to fit the message and life of Jesus into 
our idea of what we deserve. The result is a life spent pursuing comfort, even inside the walls of 
the church. But God wants to interrupt that pursuit.

Jen Hatmaker was comfortable in her very “churched” life until God interrupted it and led her on 
a journey of finding adventure, love, meaning . . . and Jesus. And all those things were waiting at 
the bottom. God is interrupting the lives of Christ-followers and His church, reminding them that 
He cares deeply about issues of justice and mercy. He’s calling people to live down, to engage 
with the poor and the outcasts, and to find Jesus in the faces of the “least of these.”

Through a fresh and surprising look at Scripture you’ve heard before but never taken seriously, 
Interrupted will frustrate you, make you uncomfortable, and challenge your sensibilities. But isn’t 
that the business of God? A revolution in missional living is storming through the doors of the 
church, forcing people out and lower, if Christ-followers aren’t too busy to be interrupted. 

Jen Hatmaker is a popular speaker at retreats and 
conferences for all denominations and backgrounds. She is the 
author of six books and Bible studies, including Ms. Understood 
and A Modern Girl’s Guide to Bible Study series. Jen lives with 
her husband, Brandon, and their three kids in Austin, Texas, where 
they are leading Austin New Church to the bottom. Find out more 
at jenhatmaker.com. 
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Enhanced CD  
 • Leader Guide with step-by-step guide to leading discussion, including insightful questions that will help  
   encourage authentic community
 • Five songs off the Interrupted Playlist: 
  Track 1: “Not Mine Anyway” by JJ Heller
  Track 2: “In You” by Dave Hunt
  Track 3: “Obsession” by David Crowder Band
  Track 4: “All Because of Your Love” by Kate Hurley
  Track 5: “Captivate Us” by Watermark 
 • Four e-mailable audio files that help your group connect in a deeper way to the issues of justice and mercy  
    in your community and around the world:
   Session 2: The Next Door: Helping women get a second chance at life
   Session 3: Sweet Sleep: Providing beds for orphans around the world
   Session 4: Freedom’s Promise: Working to end the cycle of human trafficking
   Session 5: Rescue Mission: Giving hope to those with no place to go 
 • Articles from Biblical Illustrator to help you dig deeper 
 • The complete Interrupted playlist

 • Promotional tools 

 
DVD  
 • A five-part documentary that tells the story of a group of people discovering Jesus in the lowest and the  
   least of their community, and serving Him there. 

    Session 1: Interrupted—Part I
    Session 2: Interrupted—Part II
   Session 3: Interrupted—Part III
   Session 4: Interrupted—Part IV
   Session 5: Interrupted—Part V 
 • Threads promo video

To buy: 1.800.458.2772 • LifeWay Christian Stores • threadsmedia.com/Interrupted • Digital Downloads available online, too!

About the Leader Kit 
If you’re like the people here at Threads, you’re always searching for more information and tools to help you feel 
equipped as a Bible study leader. Not necessarily so you can answer all the questions but keep the conversation going.

That’s why we’ve developed a multi-media Leader Kit with a Member Book, Enhanced CD, and DVD. The Kit is filled with 
tools that will expand your understanding of each topic and your group’s experience of the study.



My name is Jen Hatmaker. I happily live in Austin, Texas, where our 
city motto is “Keep Austin Weird.” (I am certainly doing my part.) My 
husband, Brandon, and I have three kids—Gavin, Sydney, and Caleb—
though the 6-year-old recently suggested that rather than belong 
to a family who has to “learn to make good choices,” he’d rather be 
homeless. (As of this writing, he hasn’t taken to the streets yet.)
 
Brandon and I joined the adventurous, neurotic world of missional 
church planters in March 2008 when we started Austin New Church, 
a community of faith obsessed about bringing justice and restoration 
to the city and the world. God continues to move mightily through 
our young church despite the good to excellent chance we have of 
sabotaging it. 

I’ve written seven other books and Bible studies, including The Modern 

Girl’s Guide to Bible Study series and Ms. Understood. I travel all over 
the United States speaking at conferences and retreats, even to Iowa 
during a blizzard though I don’t own a coat (Austin may be weird, but 
it’s warm). If you “get me” and would like me to speak at your thing, go 
to jenhatmaker.com for more details.



Look over this sample taken from the Interrupted  
introduction and first session. For more information, 

digital downloads, or to order, 
go to threadsmedia.com/Interrupted.
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No matter how many Februaries my son Gavin 

navigates in public school with the month-

long focus on black history, he cannot grasp 

the concept of racism. In first grade, he came 

home chattering about “Martin,” and deep 

discussion ensued. When I asked why Martin 

was so mistreated, Gavin was clueless, so I 

suggested it was his black skin color. Gavin 

rolled his eyes and responded, “Geez, Mom. 

He wasn’t black. He was brown.” Indeed.

In February of second grade, Gavin came 

home with fresh indignation. “Mom, thank 

goodness we didn’t live in Martin’s time, 

because me and Dad couldn’t be together!” 

Why not? I asked. “Duh! Because Dad has black 

hair!” The term black obviously applied to any 

old body part—the civil rights crisis seemed 

fairly broad in his estimation. 

Last year in fourth grade, when surely the 

world had ruined his innocence on this matter, 

I was surprised to hear this from Gavin: “Whew! 

Good thing we live in the new millennium, 

Mom. If we lived back in the olden days, me 

and Noah”—his very white, blond, blue-eyed 

friend up the street—“would’ve had to go to 

different schools!” I asked why he thought 

they’d be separated, and his answer was, “I 

have no idea, but for some reason no one got 

to go to school together back then. They just 

split everybody up! It was a crazy time, Mom.”

session one  poor 
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How do you explain the civil 
rights movement to a child? 
If you’re interested, pick up a 
copy of Martin’s Big Words, a 
children’s book by Doreen  
Rappaport. In it, she blends 
narrative with Dr. King’s own 
words to tell the story of his life.

Black and White
Gavin doesn’t get it because he has no personal exposure to the central 

issue of racism. Because he doesn’t understand the core matter, all 

these subsequent factoids just float around. Sure, he’s upset about 

them, but he doesn’t really grasp their significance because he doesn’t 

understand what’s in the middle of it all.

Likewise, I still can’t believe it, but I managed to attend church three 

times a week as a fetus, fulfill the “pastor’s kid” role growing up, 

graduate from a Baptist college, marry a pastor, serve in full-time 

ministry for 12 years, and become a Christian author and speaker—

but I missed the main point. I now read treasured, even memorized 

Scriptures and realize I never understood what they really meant.  

Until a few years ago, my life resembled the basic pursuit of the 

American Dream, only it occurred in a church setting. Here’s what it 

looked like: Go to college, get married, have kids, make good money, 

progress up the neighborhood ladder, amass beautiful things, keep our 

life safe and protected, raise smart children to be wildly successful and 

never move back home, serve at church more than makes sense, and 

eventually retire in comfort. 

That’s how we lived, and that’s just how I liked it—safe and prosperous. 

Outside of our obligatory 10 percent tithe, we spent our money how 

we wanted (on ourselves), and I could live an “obedient life” without 

sacrificing the lifestyle I craved. 

What does the American Dream mean to you?

Does that idea square with biblical values? Why or why not?

How do you think the American Dream has influenced the goals 

of individual believers? How about the goals of churches?

The American Dream has 
meant many things to many 
different people, but its origin 
is with the founding fathers 
who wrote about the oppor-
tunity for “life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness” in the 
Declaration of Independence. 
By the 1960s, the dream was 
largely thought of in terms of 
material gain.
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If you want more insight 
into why young adults are 
either coming to or avoiding 
church, pick up a copy of Lost 

and Found by Ed Stetzer. It 
contains research and insight 
into the current trends of 
church attendance among 
young adults.

In my American Dream, I considered the church campus to be the 

center of all things spiritual. In other words, if you needed some help, 

guidance, or understanding, then you came to the church building. 

Once you did, those of us already there would pour our lives out in an 

attempt to disciple you and build spiritual health into your life. All this 

would take place on a church campus and through church programs. 

My pastor husband and I worked hard at this philosophy. We spent 

every waking moment with Christians and all our efforts serving the 

“Already Convinced.” We were so busy serving believers, in fact, that 

it never occurred to us to imagine a different way of not only doing 

church, but of doing life.

And yet for me, something was off about the way we were living, 

beginning with the fact that we were far too consumed with worthless 

things. We spent an unhealthy amount of time dreaming about our 

next house, our next financial increase, and our next level of living. We 

were the opposite of counterculture. We were a mirror image of culture, 

just a churched-up version. 

Something was off about our church life too. Like why wouldn’t people 

commit to our church programs, despite the endless work poured into 

them? And why did 70 percent of the initial enthusiasts drop out by the 

end? Why did the same people end up doing everything? Why did so 

many leave claiming they needed more when we were all working 80 

hours a week to meet their needs? Why couldn’t I recall the last person I 

led to Christ? Why did I spend all my time blessing blessed people who 

should have been on the giving side of the equation by then?

Why did I feel so dry?

Can you relate to any of those questions? Which ones? Why?

Have you ever had a moment when you felt spiritually dry? 

What happened?
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ReadeR BeWaRe: life-alteRing PRayeR ahead . . .
Emerging from a two-month sabbatical from writing and traveling, I 

was stunned to discover that I felt neither rested nor restored. I felt dry 

as the desert. I later read a perfect summation of my angst by Shane 

Claiborne in The Irresistible Revolution: 

“I developed a spiritual form of bulimia where I did my devotions, read 

all the new Christian books and saw the Christian movies, and then 

vomited information up to friends, small groups, and pastors. But it 

never had the chance to digest. I had gorged myself on all the products 

of the Christian industrial complex but was spiritually starving to death. 

I was marked by an overconsumption but malnourished spiritually, 

suffocated by Christianity but thirsty for God.”1 

Though I couldn’t articulate it at the time, this was what I felt. I couldn’t 

determine the cause yet, but I felt the hunger in the pit of my stomach. 

What do you think Claiborne meant by “suffocated by 

Christianity but thirsty for God”?

Can you identify with that sentiment? Why or why not?

Let me paint the picture of a life-changing morning: I was driving 

home with my three kids. It was not a holy moment. It was not some 

silent, sacred encounter with the Spirit. There was no fasting or 

meditation. As my kids were squawking in the back, I prayed a one-

line prayer (and I strongly advise against this prayer unless you are 

quite ready for God to take you seriously and wreck your plans): “God, 

raise up in me a holy passion.”

What I really meant by that prayer was, “God, give me happy feelings.” 

I was not seriously asking for intervention that would require anything 

of me. Hardly. “Holy passion” meant “pull me out of this funk with your 

Magic Happiness Wand.” Was that too much to ask? Evidently, God had a 

different idea, and the deconstruction of my life began in John 21 where 

He turned my undiagnosed tension into a full-blown spiritual crisis. 

You can learn more about  
Shane Claiborne’s life, mes-
sage, and ministry by visiting 
thesimpleway.org, where their 
motto is simple: “Dream big. 
Live small.”

For a humorous look inside the 
Christian subculture, check  
out the daily blog from 
stuffchristianslike.net. Be  
prepared to get made fun of.
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holy Passion Meets ReMedial shePheRd
John 21 occurred at a pivotal moment in Peter’s life. After denying 

Christ three times, Jesus was re-commissioning Peter to be the guy and 

leader Jesus wanted him to be. Never one to waste words, Jesus used 

specific language, and as I read this passage, I was certain the Lord was 

about to re-commission my family and me, too.

Read John 21:15-17. Why do you think Jesus asked Peter the 

same question three times? 

What would you be trying to accomplish by using that tactic 

with someone else?

What emotion do you think Jesus triggered in Peter by       

the repetition?

I felt Jesus’ words targeting me as I read the text: “Jen, do you truly love 

Me more than anything?” My reaction? Shock. Seriously? Do I really love 

You? Are you serious, Jesus? If I was being honest, I felt a little insulted, 

kind of injured. 

To have my love for Jesus called into question was surprising, and not 

in the good way. I have plenty of questionable attributes, no doubt, 

but I sincerely adore Jesus. I told Him as much, too. With no small 

amount of indignation, I touted my affection for Him with all the 

self-righteous, sanctimonious ire I could muster. It was a compelling 

presentation, Oscar-worthy, but it did nothing to end this train wreck of 

a conversation, because the next verse was worse.

“‘Yes, Lord,’ he said to Him, ‘You know that I love You.’” [Which was exactly 

what I said but with more melodrama.] “‘Feed My lambs,’ He told him.”

In the encounter between 
Jesus and Peter, it’s interesting 
to note that the two used 
different words for love. Jesus 
asked Peter whether Peter 
loved (agape) Him, and Peter 
responded that he loved 
(phileo) Jesus. The word agape 
refers to the perfect, Christ-like 
kind of love. Peter’s love, he 
acknowledged, fell short of 
that. It was phileo love, or love 
expressed between friends.

“When they had eaten breakfast, 

Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Simon, 

son of John, do you love Me more 

than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ he said to 

Him, ‘You know that I love You’“ 

(John 21:15).
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What does Jesus’ response to Peter indicate to you?

What do you think Jesus meant specifically by “feeding        

His lambs”? 

If you were Peter, what sorts of things would come to mind if 

you heard “feed My lambs”?

“Jen, feed My lambs.” What? 

I do feed Your lambs! I feed them spiritually. I herd them into Bible studies 

and unleash a campaign of harassment when they wander. I counsel and 

pray and cry and struggle with them. Everyone I know has my number 

and evidently isn’t afraid to use it. I don’t know if You noticed, Jesus, but I 

write Christian books YOU told me to write! I travel and feed sheep all over 

the nation! 

Jesus wasn’t finished though—not with Peter, and not with me. 

Jesus asked a second and third time if Peter really loved Him. And as I 

processed that repeated question, I sympathized with Peter after time 

number three:

“Peter [Jen] was grieved that He asked him [her] the third time, ‘Do you 

love Me?’”

“Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.”

“‘Feed My sheep,’ Jesus said.”

I think our natural tendency is to treat our spiritual lives as endless 

efforts in trying harder. But we rarely stop to question whether we’re 

trying hard at the right thing. That’s why I was so shocked by what 

came next. I told Him one last time: “I thought I was feeding Your 

sheep, but I’ll try harder.” And this is what I heard in response:

The imagery of Jesus as the 
shepherd and people as His 
sheep is found consistently 
through the Gospels. For 
some other examples, read 
the parable in Luke 15:3-7 and 
Jesus’ teaching in John 10:1-18.

“The righteous person knows 

the rights of the poor, but the 

wicked one does not understand 

these concerns” (Proverbs 29:7). 
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“You do feed souls, but 24,000 of My sheep will die today because 

no one fed their bellies. Eighteen thousand of them are My youngest 

lambs, starving today in a world with plenty of food to go around. If 

you truly love Me, you will feed My lambs. My people are crumbling and 

dying and starving, and you’re blessing blessed people and dreaming 

about your next house.”

I couldn’t have been more floored if I had come home to find Jesus 

Himself making homemade salsa in my kitchen. It dawned on me 

that Jesus was not asking me to do more of the same, but engage a 

different charge altogether. 

It was such a Peter moment, because he was devoted to Jesus too, 

but he was misguided. He’d spent three years following his version of 

the Messiah, only to discover that Jesus had a radically different set of 

goals than Peter thought. He assumed Jesus was destined for political 

greatness; that He would somehow bring about the restoration of the 

nation of Israel. But Jesus had a terribly different set of priorities in mind. 

That sounds familiar. 

The truth is that in virtually every book in the Bible, God is screaming, 

begging, pleading, urging us to love mercy and justice, to feed the 

poor and the orphaned, to care for the last and least. It will not be 

enough to stand before Jesus one day and say, “Oh, were You serious 

about all that?” 

Is it easier for you to think about feeding the sheep of Jesus in a 

spiritual sense or a physical sense? Why?

Do you think most of us take issues of mercy and justice 

seriously enough? Why or why not?

According to bread.org, a Web 
site tracking the worldwide 
issue of hunger, there are 963 
million people in the world 
who are hungry.

“He has told you men what is 

good and what it is the LORD 

requires of you: Only to act 

justly, to love faithfulness, and 

to walk humbly with your God” 

(Micah 6:8).
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JaMes, aMos, Jesus, and theM
In humble confession, I’ve since discovered more than 2,000 Bible 

verses involving poverty, physical oppression and justice, and the 

redistribution of resources. Where had I been for 28 years? What Bible 

was I reading? How had I interpreted those passages as God’s intention 

to bless me a little more than I had already been blessed? 

Do you tend to take God’s commands regarding justice 

seriously? Why or why not?

How have you interpreted God’s feelings and commands about 

poverty and suffering? How would you describe His heart on 

this matter?

Jesus’ brother even got in on the action:

“Listen, my dear brothers: Didn’t God choose the poor in this world to be 

rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that He has promised to those who 

love Him? Yet you dishonored that poor man . . . If you really carry out the 

royal law prescribed in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are 

doing well . . . What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith, 

but does not have works? Can his faith save him? If a brother or sister is 

without clothes and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in 

peace, keep warm, and eat well,’ but you don’t give them what the body 

needs, what good is it?” (James 2:5-6,8,14-16).

Hey, here’s a crazy thought: In the Word, poverty, widows, hunger—

these are not metaphors. There are billions of lambs that literally need 

to be fed. With food. 

For all my self-proclaimed love of God’s Word, what I really loved were 

the parts that worked for me. For my good. For my blessings. I made it all 

fit to support my American Dream while keeping my worldview intact. 

The Southern Baptist World 
Hunger Fund is the only 
organization in the world 
that uses 100 percent of all 
contributions to feed hungry 
people. Find out more at 
worldhungerfund.org.
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Have you ever treated Scripture like a buffet, picking and 

choosing the parts you like and ignoring the others?

Do you tend to treat statements in the Bible regarding issues 

like these as literal or metaphorical? Why?

The night before he was assassinated, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

proclaimed:

“Who is it that is supposed to articulate the longings and aspirations of 

the people more than the preacher? Somehow the preacher must have 

a kind of fire shut up in his bones, and whenever injustice is around he 

must tell it. Somehow the preacher must be an Amos, who said, ‘When 

God speaks, who can but prophesy?’ Again with Amos, ‘Let justice roll 

down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.’ Somehow 

the preacher must say with Jesus, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because He hath anointed me, and He’s anointed me to deal with the 

problems of the poor.’”2  So . . . what are the problems of the poor?

WaRning: the PRoBleMs aRe Bad
Jeffrey Sachs explains in The End of Poverty, “If economic development is 

a ladder with higher rungs representing steps up the path to economic 

well-being, there are roughly one billion people around the world, one 

sixth of humanity, who [are] too ill, hungry, or destitute to even get a 

foot on the first rung of the developmental ladder. These people are the 

‘poorest of the poor,’ or the ‘extreme poor’ of the planet.”3  

This bottom layer of destitution will never be alleviated without 

intervention. The majority of the extreme poor are caught in a 

poverty trap, unable to escape from deprivation because of disease, 

physical isolation, climate stress, environmental degradation, and 

poverty itself. Life-saving solutions exist, and most are inexpensive 

and available, but these families and their governments lack the 

financial means to obtain them. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
Baptist minister who became 
a civil rights activist early in 
his career. He led the 1955 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 
and helped found the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in 1957, serving 
as its first president. King’s 
efforts led to the 1963 March 
on Washington, where he 
delivered his “I Have a Dream” 
speech. In 1964, King became 
the youngest person to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
work to end racial segregation 
and racial discrimination 
through civil disobedience and 
other non-violent means. By 
the time of his death in 1968, 
he had refocused his efforts on 
ending poverty and opposing 
the Vietnam War, both from a 
religious perspective.

Jeffrey Sachs is widely 
considered to be the leading 
international economic 
advisor of his generation. 
Sachs was one of the youngest 
professors in history at 
Harvard and is currently the 
director of the Earth Institute 
at Columbia University. Find 
out more about his initiatives 
at earth.columbia.edu.
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Sachs continues, “A few rungs up the developmental ladder is the 

upper end of the low-income world, where roughly another 1.5 billion 

people . . . are ‘the poor.’ They live above mere subsistence. Although 

daily survival is pretty much assured, they struggle in the cities and 

countrysides to make ends meet. Death is not at their door, but chronic 

financial hardship and a lack of basic amenities such as safe drinking 

water and functioning latrines are part of their daily lives.” Together, 

the extreme poor (around one billion) and the poor (another 1.5 billion) 

make up roughly 40 percent of humanity.4  

Because these numbers are hard to wrap our minds around, let’s make 

this crisis more tangible. If you’ve lived abroad or have global exposure, 

the following will be familiar. But if you’ve never thought critically 

about the way most of us live, let’s for just a second look beyond our 

lifestyles to see how the rest of the world lives: 

*  Of the six billion people on planet Earth, about 1.2 billion live 

on 23 cents a day.

* Half the world lives on less than $2 a day.

*  The wealthiest one billion people average $70 a day. (This 

places you and me in the upper, upper, upper percentages of 

the global population.)

•  If you make $35,000 annually, you are in the top four percent.

• If you make $50,000 annually, top one percent. 

* Someone dies of hunger every 16 seconds.

*  Twenty-two million people died of preventable diseases last 

year; 10 million were children.5

*  Twenty-seven million children and adults are trapped in slavery 

because of economic crisis (sex slaves, labor slaves, child 

soldiers, and child slaves). More slaves exist today than ever 

before in human history.6 

*  More than 143 million children in the world have been 

orphaned or abandoned (equivalent to more than half the 

population of the U.S.).

* In the last hour:

•  More than 1,600 children were forced to the streets by the 

death or abuse of an adult.

• At least 115 children became prostitutes.

•  More than 66 children younger than 15 years of age were 

infected with HIV.7 

*  Roughly one billion people in the world do not have suitable 

housing, and 100 million are entirely homeless.

In Jesus’ day, poverty was 
seen as the disfavor of God. 
But Jesus radically changed 
that definition in the Sermon 
on the Mount, saying that the 
poor are actually the blessed 
(Matthew 5:3-12).

The issue of children in 
crisis is being confronted 
in many different ways. 
For example, check out an 
organization called Sweet 
Sleep (sweetsleep.org), which 
is committed to tangibly 
spreading God’s love by 
providing beds for orphaned 
and abandoned children 
across the world. 
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Clearly, these are the problems of the poor. When God shook Israel 

awake from her violent slumber, He said: 

“Now this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters 

had pride, plenty of food, and comfortable security, but didn’t support 

the poor and needy” (Ezekiel 16:49).

I humbly propose that God is calling rich believers in America (which 

is all of us) to the same reform. I optimistically believe most of us are 

unconcerned because we’re unaware. Toward the goal of global 

perspective, let’s see how the U.S. compares to the rest of the world:

*  Forty percent of the world lacks basic water sanitation, resulting 

in disease, death, wastewater for drinking, and loss of immunity; 

Americans spent $16 billion on bottled water in 2008.

*  We spend more annually on trash bags than nearly half the 

world spends on all goods combined.

*  Four out of five children worldwide work every day instead 

of going to school; four out of five Americans are high school 

graduates. 

*  Eight percent of the rest of the world owns a car; one-third of all 

American families own three cars.

*  Roughly 40 million people (about seven Jewish Holocausts) die 

annually from starvation, disease, and malnutrition; 65 percent 

of U.S. adults and 15 percent of children and adolescents are 

overweight or obese.

*  The U.S. makes up five percent of the global population, but we 

consume 25 percent of the world’s oil, 20 million barrels of oil a 

day; next is China at just 6.9 million a day. 

*  When a group of leaders from developing nations begged U.S. 

government leaders to explore intervention options for their 

countries in crisis, a U.S. official was quoted as saying: “The 

American lifestyle is not up for negotiation.”8

How do these statistics hit you? Is your first instinct defensive? 

Is it criticism? Is it a desire to take action?

Just Courage by Gary Haugen, 
president of the International 
Justice Mission, is an easy-
to-understand, motivational 
book. It’s a great next step 
if you’re finding your heart 
being tugged into God’s 
mission of justice.
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Can you articulate why you answered like you did?

It’s statistics like this that help us understand why when Americans say 

“democracy,” the world hears “greed.” What seems like basic freedom 

to us sounds like vast consumption to everyone else. Their perception 

doesn’t involve the millions of good, hard-working Americans who give 

and care; it is largely based on the two disturbing ambassadors that 

represent our country globally: war and Hollywood. (“Brand America” is 

clearly in trouble.)

“naMe it and claiM it” 
But this is more than a public relations crisis for Team USA. As much as 

we know differently, the world believes we are a Christian nation. Given 

that belief, it’s easy to see how the nations of the world simply cannot 

square how much money we have with how we spend it. Global church 

leaders are dumbfounded at our excess while their people are dying 

and starving, especially when so many leading spiritual voices here are 

proclaiming the prosperity gospel*:

“I preach that anybody can improve their lives. I think God wants us 

to be prosperous. I think he wants us to be happy. To me, you need to 

have money to pay your bills. I think God wants us to send our kids to 

college.” –Joel Osteen, pastor of the biggest mega-church in America9 

“Who would want to get in on something where you’re miserable, poor, 

broke and ugly and you just have to muddle through until you get to 

heaven? I believe God wants to give us nice things.” –Joyce Meyer10 

“Now, last night we began to deal with the relationship between peace 

and prosperity . . . and we’ll look at it again tonight. It says, ‘My soul is 

far from prosperity.’ Why? My soul is far from peace because I forgot 

prosperity. We established last night that you are not whole until you get 

your money.” –Creflo Dollar, World Changers Church International11  

How do these leaders explain the economic situation of believers in 

the developing world? If their theology is right, then God primarily 

loves and cares about us—not the developing world. And evidently 

The television show that has 
been translated into more 
languages and syndicated 
more around the globe than 
any other in the history of 
entertainment is “Baywatch.” 
If this is what America is 
exporting, it’s no wonder why 
the world feels as it does about 
this country.

The prosperity gospel* is a 
stream of theological thought 
believing that it is God’s will 
for every believer to prosper 
financially, in health, and in 
education. Proponents of this 
way of thinking believe the 
only thing keeping people 
from achieving that kind of 
prosperity is a lack of faith.
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God wants American kids to go to college, but He’s OK with 65 million 

orphans panhandling in Asia. God wants to give us “nice things” but 

doesn’t feel like helping Africans with things like food and water. 

It’s ridiculous. Or in the words of Rick Warren, pastor of the fourth 

largest mega-church in America, “This idea that God wants everybody 

to be wealthy? There is a word for that: baloney. It’s creating a false 

idol. You don’t measure your self-worth by your net worth. I can show 

you millions of faithful followers of Christ who live in poverty. Why isn’t 

everyone in the church a millionaire?”12

Are you more interested in a God who protects your prosperity 

or a God who wants justice for an impoverished world? 

What does your prayer life reveal about your own desire     

for prosperity?

The world knows about our Jesus. They know about His poverty and 

love of the underdog. They know He told His followers to care for the 

poor and to share. They’ve heard about His radical economic theories 

and revolutionary redistribution concepts. They might not understand 

the nuances of His divinity or the various shades of His theology, but 

they know He was a friend of the oppressed. 

So to watch Americans living in excess beyond imagination while the 

world cries out for intervention is an unbearable tension and utterly 

misrepresents God’s kingdom. While the richest people in the world 

pray to get richer, the rest of the world endures unimaginable suffering 

with their faces pressed to the window of our prosperity, and we carry 

on obliviously. Like Gandhi once famously said, “I like your Christ. I do 

not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”13 

And frankly, our silence threatens not only the world’s poor, but our 

own security. Colin Powell observed, “We cannot win the war on 

terrorism until we confront the social and political roots of poverty.”14  

When people are impoverished and desperate while knowing we have 

everything they need in the cushions of our couches, it’s easy to see 

Rick Warren, pastor of 
Saddleback Church, has 
launched the P.E.A.C.E. Plan, 
a massive effort to mobilize 
Christians around the world to 
address what Warren calls the 
“five global giants” of spiritual 
emptiness, corrupt leadership, 
poverty, disease, and illiteracy 
by promoting reconciliation, 
equipping servant leaders, 
assisting the poor, caring for 
the sick, and educating the 
next generation. Find out more 
at thepeaceplan.com.

You can read more about 
attitudes similar to Gandhi’s 
in Dan Kimball’s thought-
provoking book, They Like 

Jesus but Not the Church.
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how a tyrannical leader can influence them toward our harm: “I’ll feed 

you and get you a gun. We’ll fight greedy America.” We’ll never be safe 

while we’re ignoring the extreme poverty of everyone else. They kill by 

violence, but we’ve let them suffer and die by neglect. 

I can hear Jesus’ crazy words making sense: “Love your enemies.” 

It’s harder to hate a rich country that is feeding you, adopting your 

orphans, building schools in your villages, and caring for your sick. It’s 

harder to dismiss the idea of a redeeming Christ when His followers 

are pouring their lives out for the last and least. It’s harder to hate the 

Christian church when her members are flooding developing countries 

with resources and compassion. 

Do you believe there is a link between poverty relief and 

national security? Why? 

How might the average citizen of a developing nation respond 

to our message of prosperity, knowing what they know about 

the U.S.? 

How might that message affect his or her notion of God?

giving the good stats soMe Play
There is always another side of the story. American philanthropy is 

legendary, and private giving makes up the brunt of it. The Giving USA 

Foundation reported that charitable giving in 2006 reached nearly 

$300 billion; $229 billion given by individuals (as opposed to corporate 

giving).15 Much of that charity was domestic, but certainly billions of 

American dollars reach around the globe annually. 

“By justice a king brings stability 

to a land” (Proverbs 29:4).

At your small group meeting 
this week, watch the first 
session of the documentary 
feature called “Interrupted—
Part I.” You can also download 
all the video segments at 
threadsmedia.com/interrupted.
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I also appreciate that thousands of churches are faithfully focused on 

mission work and foreign relief efforts. Of the $295 billion given to 

charity in 2006, almost 33 percent of that went to churches, and many 

use a large portion of those tithes not just for costly overhead and 

salaries, but for mission work and poverty relief. 

I’ve witnessed people giving so generously of their time, their love, 

their money, that I’ve been rendered speechless. Please don’t hear me 

say that America stinks and all her citizens are narcissists. It’s just that 

most of us have no concept of our own prosperity. Nor do we have 

an accurate understanding of the plight of the rest of the world. Our 

perspective is limited and our church culture is so consumer-oriented, 

we’re blinded to our responsibility to see God’s kingdom come to “all 

nations,” as He was so fond of saying in His Word. 

What stand does your church take against poverty and injustice? 

Does your church spend most of its time and money on “you” 

or “them”?

Does that commitment mirror your own commitment to 

those issues?

A couple recently left our church plant, citing our vision to be missional 

and socially active: “We believe what you’re doing is right, but we’re just 

not motivated by it. I need my pastor to deal with me.” I had another 

good friend send an e-mail saying, “You’re being so unfair. America 

gives and gives and gives, and you’re making us feel guilty for what we 

have.” I gently asked her to set aside what America is or is not giving 

and answer for herself: What was she doing? Silence. 

John Piper describes the 
biblical command to go 
to “all nations” fully and 
challengingly in his book, 
Let the Nations Be Glad.

Francis Chan, senior pastor 
of Cornerstone Community 
Church in California, decided to 
take Jesus’ command to “love 
your neighbor as yourself” 
literally. The Cornerstone 
community now gives away 
50 percent of all it brings 
in to ministries outside of 
their church. Learn more at 
cornerstonesimi.com.



 session one interrupted

And that’s really where we are. We stand at the intersection of extreme 

privilege and extreme poverty, and we have some questions to answer: 

Do I care? Am I moved by the suffering of all nations? Am I even concerned 

about the homeless guy on the corner? Am I willing to take the Bible at 

face value and concur that God is incredibly concerned with social justice? 

I won’t answer one day for the omissions of other people, nor will I get the 

credit for the general philanthropy of someone else. 

It will come down to what I did. What you did. What we did together. 

Of course, all I can do is make the tiniest ripple in the ocean. That’s 

about all you’re good for too. But it’s foolish to become paralyzed 

by the scope of suffering or discouraged by the limit of our reach. 

Though it’s impossible to quantify, it’s estimated that roughly 2.1 

billion people—about one-third of the planet—identify themselves 

as Christians.16  Let’s just halve that number to be safe. Imagine if one 

billion believers obediently decided to become the hands of Christ to 

this broken world, and most of them had every resource to do it. Then, 

indeed, we would become “good news to the poor.” 

Alone, we can affect a few. 

But together, we can change the world.

America aside, where do you stand? What does your personal 

intersection of privilege and poverty look like? 

Would you be willing to pray for God to raise up a holy passion 

in you? If not, what hinders you?

“It is from the numberless 
diverse acts of courage and 
belief that human history 
is shaped. Each time a man 
stands up for an ideal, or acts 
to improve the lot of others, 
or strikes out against injustice, 
he sends a tiny ripple of 
hope, and crossing each 
other from a million different 
centers of energy and daring, 
those ripples build a current 
which can sweep down the 
mightiest walls of oppression 
and resistance.” –Robert F. 
Kennedy17

“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, 

because He has anointed Me to 

preach good news to the poor” 

(Luke 4:18).
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In case anyone was wondering, I was completely oblivious to Jen’s inner tension 

during this season. About 10 years ago, I began noticing a pattern in men, and 

especially pastors. We tend to make major life decisions and drag our wives 

along—criticizing their lack of faith or praising their submission—and expect 

them to just toe the company line. The result? When things go well, great, we’re 

the heroes. But when things go south, we aren’t emotionally in it together, 

and it becomes us against them. Many pastors’ wives feel like the church is the 

other woman. I recently read that 88 percent of pastors’ wives answered yes to 

experiencing periods of depression.   

So 10 years ago, I began to pray, “God, don’t move in me unless you move in Jen. 

In fact, for the big things, move in her heart first.” I begged Him, “God, don’t call 

me if You don’t call my wife too. If You don’t, I’m not going. I’m just gonna read 

that as if I’m missing it.”

God uses women as the catalyst in much of His work. Look in the Scriptures. 

Look in our churches. It’s the women who seem most sensitive to God’s Spirit. 

So if you trust the faith of your wife, why not simply ask God to speak in unison 

to you both? 

 

Easier said than done? Sometimes. Jen started reading books with hippies on 

the cover and asking me stuff like, “What if we’re missing out on this whole 

thing?” All along I’m thinking, “Are you kidding me? We’re all in! I oversee the 

spiritual development of a great church that baptized more than 400 people 

last year! And now you’re wondering if we need to change every motivation and 

method that got us here?”

At this point, it never crossed my mind that a move was on our horizon. But I did 

know that this was serious for Jen. So I ignored her. And promised I’d read those 

books and listen to those sermons . . . someday.
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Here are some of the major influences in this part of Jen’s story. To go further 

with some of the ideas from this session, pick one out to dig into yourself: 

*  The Irresistible Revolution by Shane Claiborne 

* “Calling all Peacemakers” message series by Rob Bell (available at marshill.org) 

* The End of Poverty by Jeffrey D. Sachs 

* sub-merge by John B. Hayes 

* Speaking my Mind by Tony Campolo 

* The Secret Message of Jesus by Brian McLaren 

* Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali 

* A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 

* The Miracle Foundation (miraclefoundation.org) 
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A majority of 20-and 30-somethings have decided church is optional, 

and that’s simply not acceptable. The good news is, we’ve also learned 

how to solve the problem from churches succeeding in young adult 

ministry. So, we want to offer your church tools to fix it—solutions to 

help you start and sustain small groups, Sunday School classes, and all 

manner of Bible studies designed to introduce young adults to Jesus 

and to help them grow as Christians. 

Threads is a movement—and strategy—to help your church  

introduce young adults to Jesus Christ.

Who is Threads?

REsEARCh hAs  
    pRoVEn thERE’s  
   A hugE pRobLEm.



To contact Jason

We all need a little help from time to time,  
so as you move further into this world of  
young adult ministry, our team wants to go 
there with you. That’s why we’re excited to 
introduce you to Jason Hayes, Threads’ Young 
Adult Ministry Specialist and practitioner. 
In this position, he partners with churches as 

a teacher, trainer, and writer. Prior to his ministry with Threads, Jason 
earned a Master of Divinity from the Southern Baptist Theological  
Seminary and served in teaching roles in churches in Tennessee. He  
lives in Nashville with his wife Carrie and their son, Hayden.

Jason Hayes

We can help you train and grow your young adult leaders. We have 

leadership books and events for that purpose. And, if you need  

great events for your young adults, we have those too. 

So, take a minute to consider our resources. We believe you’ll find  

concrete answers to help your church reach young adults. After all, 

we’re a community of young adults—people whose lives are marked by 

our passion for community, connection, responsibility, and depth.

him at jason.hayes@lifeway.com.



It’s not supposed to be. Unfortunately, many Christ-followers have been domesticated. 
Like caged animals in a zoo, we mindlessly and heartlessly trudge through our day-to-
day lives. No thrills. No excitement. No adventure. 

But what if we could break out of the cage and reclaim a sense of spiritual adventure? 
The Celtic Christians seemed to capture a life like that well with their name for the Holy 
Spirit—An Geadh-Glas, or the Wild Goose. Bestselling author Mark Batterson argues 
that life in step with the Holy Spirit is a little like a Wild Goose chase—mysterious, 
unpredictable, and adventuresome.

Based on the bestselling Wild Goose Chase, Chase the Goose is a Bible study inviting 
you to break out of the cages of responsibility, routine, assumptions, guilt, failure, and 
fear, and to start reclaiming the spiritual adventure God has planned for all Christ-
followers. So if you’re ready, it’s time to begin the Wild Goose chase; God only knows 
where it will take you.

Mark Batterson is the lead pastor of Washington, D.C.’s, 
National Community Church, recognized as one of 
America’s most innovative churches. Mark is the author 
of the bestselling In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day 
and the corresponding Bible study Chase the Lion and is 
a widely read blogger at markbatterson.com. He lives on 
Capitol Hill with his wife, Lora, and their three children.
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A Connect Resource

CHASE THE GOOSE: REClAiminG THE AdvEnTuRE Of livinG A 
SpiRiT-lEd lifE 
by mark Batterson

Like caged animals in a zoo, we mindlessly and heartlessly trudge through our day-to-day lives. 
No thrills. No excitement. No adventure. We’re entirely domesticated. But what if we could break 
out of the cage and reclaim a sense of spiritual adventure? Chase the Goose, based on Batterson’s 
trade book Wild Goose Chase, is an invitation to break out of the cages of responsibility, routine, 
assumptions, guilt, failure, and fear, and to start reclaiming the spiritual adventure God has 
planned for all Christ-followers. 
 
mARK BATTERSOn is lead pastor of National Community Church in Washington, D.C., a  
multi-site church attended mostly by single 20-somethings. Being a risk-taker, Mark feels as called 
to write as he does to be a pastor. 

Flexible, short-term Bible studies

BlEmiSHEd: HOw THE mESSAGE Of mAlACHi COnfROnTS  
EmpTy REliGiOn
by Jason Hayes

Since we are all priests through Christ, we have the responsibility to bring our best before the Lord. 
Therefore, Malachi’s rebuke to the priests of his day applies directly to us. In Blemished, Jason Hayes 
shows that we fall short of the obedience and sacrifice that life with Christ requires—and he shows 
a better way.

JASOn HAyES is the young adult ministry specialist for Threads, a speaker, church consultant, and 
writer. He is also the co-author of Lost and Found: The Younger Unchurched and the Churches that Reach 
Them. Learn more at jasonhayesonline.com.

4- to 6-session studies that fit busy schedules

Leader Kits include engaging videos, e-mailable audio files, and leader tools to make each week fresh

REpuRpOSEd: THE mEmOiRS Of nEHEmiAH 
by mike Hurt

As Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, he found that a lot more than the walls needed to be fixed. This 
five-session study chronicles the massive building effort that restored Jerusalem, but also details how 
Nehemiah rebuilt the faith and community of a people who had been destroyed. Through his effort, the 
walls were repurposed to symbolize something larger and richer than just protection.

miKE HuRT is the pastor of Parkway Church in Victoria, Texas (parkwayvictoria.com). He and his wife 
Kristi have three kids. He is also the author of two Threads studies, Connect the Dots and Repurposed.

adam Thomason is the director of emerging 
leaders for Downline Ministries. His role at 
Downline also includes being the director and 
vision-caster for Red Revolution. Adam resides 
in Memphis, Tennessee, where he lives out his 
calling of infiltrating Christ in the culture with his 
wife, Dawntoya, and daughter, Zipporah. Join the 
revolution online at theredrevolution.com.

Those lenses are formed through a lifetime of history, cultural experience, relationships, 
religious affiliation, and more. And having been formed, those lenses color everything 
we see.

The problem comes in that seeing life through those lenses has led to a high degree of 
separation along the lines of race, culture, and economics—how we do life with each 
other. In fact, the one place that should embrace diversity—the body of Christ—still 
practices separation along those lines. Imagine how different the world would be if 
Christ followers started to see themselves, each other, and the world first and foremost 
through the lens of Christ.

Red Revolution is a call to look past our cultural differences, making them an accent 
but not the defining characteristic of who you are; to begin to see Christianity as our 
primary culture and live as one. It’s a call to exalt Jesus above all things, allowing our 
backgrounds to further that exaltation rather than detract from it. It’s a call to live 
radically for the sake of Christ.

The revoluTion is beginning . . . are you ready?
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REd REvOluTiOn: SEEinG THE wORld THROuGH THE lEnS Of CHRiST 
by Adam Thomason

We see the world through our own lenses—formed through a lifetime of history, relationships,  
religious affiliations, and experiences. Problem is, those lenses color everything we see. And we’re 
seperated along the lines of race, culture, and economics. The one place that should embrace  
diversity—the church—still allows differences to keep us apart. Now, imagine how different the 
world would be if Christ followers started to see themselves, each other, and the world through the 
lens of Christ? Enter the Red Revolution—a call for young adults to embrace cultural differences,  
not pretend they don’t exist. 

AdAm THOmASOn is the director of emerging leaders for Downline Ministries. His role at 
Downline also includes being the director and vision-caster for Red Revolution. Adam resides in 
Memphis, Tenn., where he lives out his calling of infiltrating Christ in the culture.
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What’s the last thing god said to you? What if he went silent after those 
words and you never heard from him again? it wouldn’t be the first time. after centuries 
of dreams, visions, and words from prophets, the lord went silent. he said nothing for 400 
years. the last word god spoke to his people, before the new testament, is recorded in the 
Book of Malachi. and it wasn’t good news.

Malachi is a book about unfaithful priests, half-hearted religion, and blemished sacrifices. 
it’s about people who lived by checklists, performing spiritual acts without the engagement 
of their hearts. and as we gaze across the landscape of the 21st century church, we see that 
many of the same tendencies still exist today.

Blemished is a study of what went wrong in the days of Malachi and a call to self-examination 
in the church. it’s a reminder that god desires a deep level of obedience from his people 
who are still called to bring unblemished sacrifices before him.

JASON HAYES is the young adult ministry specialist for Threads, a 
speaker, church consultant, and writer. Before coming to Threads, he 
earned a Master of Divinity from The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and served in a variety of church settings. He is also the 
co-author of lost and Found: the younger unchurched and the 
Churches that Reach them. Jason is happily married to his beautiful 
wife, Carrie, and is a proud dad to their son, Hayden. Learn more at 
jasonhayesonline.com.

Download free samples and trailers at threadsmedia.com/studies 

mEmBER BOOKS $7.95

To buy: 1.800.458.2772 • LifeWay Christian Stores  • threadsmedia.com
lEAdER KiTS $69.95 

Prices subject to change without notice.
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ED STETZER has planted churches in New York, Pennsylvania, and 

Georgia, and transitioned declining churches in Indiana and Georgia. He 

has trained pastors and church planters on five continents, holds two 

masters degrees and two doctorates, and has written dozens of articles 

and books. Ed has taught at more than 15 seminaries and is currently the 

director of LifeWay Research and LifeWay’s missiologist in residence. Visit 

his daily blog at edstetzer.com.

“GO . . .”
Everyone from Abraham to Moses to Isaiah to Paul and even Jesus has 
heard that word. And they have responded. The gospel has been spread 
throughout the world because of people’s willingness to be sent out. 
Unfortunately, we live in a day when much of the church sees itself as 
having arrived, rather than being sent.

Through a thorough examination of the church’s call to move outside 
its walls, noted cultural commentator and missiologist Ed Stetzer urges 
Christ-followers to understand their privilege and responsibility to go into 
the world and take with them the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Sent issues a call to a new kind of missional living, one that engages 
culture, enables Christians to live in the world while not being of the 
world, and motivates the purposeful sharing of the story of Christ.

In Sent, you can join everyone throughout history who has heard the call 
to go. You can reclaim your role as a member of the body of Christ and 
become the hands and feet meant to change the world. You can live the 
missional nature of the church.

SEnT: livinG THE miSSiOnAl nATuRE Of THE CHuRCH
by Ed Stetzer

Throughout history, God has always been a sender. After all, He sent us His Son, who in turn sends 
us. With Sent: Living the Missional Nature of the Church, Ed Stetzer issues a call to a new kind of 
missional living, one that engages culture, enables Christians to live in the world while not being 
of the world, and motivates the purposeful sharing of the story of Christ. Uncover the meaning of 
missional and explore where you fit into the overall purpose of the church. 

Ed STETzER has planted churches in New York, Pennsylvania, and Georgia and transitioned  
declining churches in Indiana and Georgia. He has trained pastors and church planters on five  
continents, holds two masters degrees and two doctorates, and has written dozens of articles  
and books.
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GET unCOmfORTABlE: 
SERvE THE pOOR. STOp inJuSTiCE. CHAnGE THE wORld … in JESuS’ nAmE
by Todd phillips

Phillips helps young adults understand how their faith in Christ and concern for the poor go  
hand in hand. As he examines God’s character and perspective regarding poverty and injustice, he  
offers an understanding of what God calls us to do, along with practical ways to impact culture by  
caring for “the least of these.” 

TOdd pHillipS is the teaching pastor of Frontline, the young adult ministry of McLean Bible Church 
outside Washington, D.C. His two passions are teaching the people of God and sharing the gospel with 
those who aren’t yet Christians. He is the author of CPR: Reviving a Flat-lined Generation.

THE TOuGH SAyinGS Of JESuS And  THE TOuGH SAyinGS Of JESuS ii       
by michael Kelley

The Tough Sayings of Jesus explores four things Jesus said that are difficult to  
comprehend. Delving into the historical and cultural contexts of these Scriptures,  
the study focuses on sparking discussion and providing fresh insight, instead of pat 
answers. It will encourage young adults to embrace their doubts, and process  
through them, so that their faith can become deeper and stronger.

The Tough Sayings of Jesus II contains four more difficult-to-digest passages that  
threaten to blow apart the comfortable vision of the Son of God that many have  
created. Whether cursing a fig tree, commending a dishonest manager, leaving a  
friend to die, or demanding an unreasonable amount of good conduct, Jesus  
refuses to be put into a box.

miCHAEl KEllEy lives in Nashville, Tenn., with his wife and two kids. He is an editor for Threads, 
Lifeway’s young adult initiative. In addition, Michael is the author of The Tough Sayings of Jesus 
volume I and II as well as a speaker at churches, conferences, and retreats across the country. Read 
more at his daily blog at michaelkelleyministries.com.

JAdEd: REdiSCOvERinG HOpE in REAliTy 
by mike Harder

Harder personally knows the pain of waking up to the difference between his ideal world and the 
real world. This collision leaves many young adults wounded and jaded, facing life with bitterness 
and cynicism rather than hope in God. Through five sessions of Bible study and group sharing, 
Jaded will help group members process the past pain of emotional and spiritual wounding,  
bitterness, and cynicism, while offering healing and hope for those caught inside this vicious cycle.  
 
miKE HARdER is co-pastor of Green Hills Church, a church plant in Nashville, Tenn. Mike also 
serves as a speaker guy and ministry consultant who specializes in creating  
community for young adults. He is motivated by the opportunity to make an impact on the  
spiritual health and condition of the people in his generation. 

Leader Kits include engaging videos, e-mailable audio files, and leader tools to make each week fresh



THREAdS iS mORE THAn SHORT-TERm BiBlE STudiES!   
The Threads team has heard your cry for ongoing Bible study that is comfortable, real, relevant, and connected.

lifEmATTERS

LifeMatters is a quarterly Bible study resource for young adults. The Leader Guide includes  
an interactive, adaptable teaching plan; extra information on biblical culture, historical context, 
and terminology to help the leader prepare; deep questions, so you can facilitate great  
discussions; and a guide for the leader’s personal study time to help you connect to God each 
week and prepare to teach.  
 
The Learner Guide’s conversational tone encourages open dialogue. It includes three 
thought-provoking devotions each week to help young adults prepare for Bible study; an 
in-class discussion guide with engaging questions relevant to real life; and tips to guide the 
group to develop relationships with their world, community, neighbors, and family.  
 
A Leader Pack is also available with contemporary and meaningful posters, as well as an  
interactive CD-ROM with helpful teaching aids. 

You certainly wouldn’t be the first. Blemished is a five-session 
study on the Book of Malachi—a book about unfaithful priests, half-hearted religion, and blemished sacrifices. 

It’s about people who lived by checklists, performing spiritual acts without the engagement of their hearts. Sound familiar?

Throw out the leftovers and begin a relationship with God built on love ... not obligation.

To buy: 1.800.458.2772
LifeWay Christian Stores 
FREE sample threadsmedia.com/blemishedW
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FALL ‘09
LEADER GUIDE

Ongoing Bible study options… 
for Sunday morning or whenever

COllEGiATE 

This all-in-one resource offers Bible studies as well as engaging articles relevant to  
college students. This magazine and continuing Bible study is flexible enough for use  
in church settings, on-campus Bible studies, and as gifts to college students. Teacher helps,  
including detailed activity-based teaching plans and biblical commentary, are provided  
online at threadsmedia.com/collegiate.

Check out Threads’ events at
threadsmedia.com/college.

    leader Guide $5.25*
    learner Guide $2.10*

    leader pack $18.95*

Check out the weekly leader blog at threadsmedia.com/lifematters

* Quarterly bulk prices. Prices subject to change without notice.
    To buy: 1.800.458.2772 • threadsmedia.com

DREAM MORE. RISK MORE. BE MORE. FALL 2009

LanaE’ 
haLE 
ShARES hER StoRy 
FRoM thE StAgE

FALL 2009   U.S.A. $4.25

range to
bottom edge

27 REasOns
to LEAvE youR DoRM

nEEd a fREsh 
takE On pRayER?
IncoRpoRAtIng goD 
Into EvERy MoMEnt

thE bOOk Of psaLMs: 
tIME-tEStED wAyS to 
connEct wIth goD

$7 Can ChangE afRiCa     ROOMMatE WOEs     how to aCE that datE     WELCOME, fREshMEn!

includes:
Articles of interest by experienced collegiate leaders
Studies of issues confronting collegians
Word studies, media suggestions and lots of ideas to  
help students dig deeper

    $3.10*



* Quarterly bulk prices. Prices subject to change without notice.
    To buy: 1.800.458.2772 • threadsmedia.com



Somehow we’ve confused the two, trying to fit the message and life of Jesus into 
our idea of what we deserve. The result is a life spent pursuing comfort, even inside the walls of 
the church. But God wants to interrupt that pursuit.

Jen Hatmaker was comfortable in her very “churched” life until God interrupted it and led her on 
a journey of finding adventure, love, meaning . . . and Jesus. And all those things were waiting at 
the bottom. God is interrupting the lives of Christ-followers and His church, reminding them that 
He cares deeply about issues of justice and mercy. He’s calling people to live down, to engage 
with the poor and the outcasts, and to find Jesus in the faces of the “least of these.”

Through a fresh and surprising look at Scripture you’ve heard before but never taken seriously, 
Interrupted will frustrate you, make you uncomfortable, and challenge your sensibilities. But isn’t 
that the business of God? A revolution in missional living is storming through the doors of the 
church, forcing people out and lower, if Christ-followers aren’t too busy to be interrupted. 

Jen Hatmaker is a popular speaker at retreats and 
conferences for all denominations and backgrounds. She is the 
author of six books and Bible studies, including Ms. Understood 
and A Modern Girl’s Guide to Bible Study series. Jen lives with 
her husband, Brandon, and their three kids in Austin, Texas, where 
they are leading Austin New Church to the bottom. Find out more 
at jenhatmaker.com. 
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